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SERIAL NO.: 09/485,559 ^ GROUP ART UNIT: 1764 
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FOR: PURIFICATION OF DIFLUOROMETHANE 
BY EXTRACTIVE DISTILLATION 



AMENDMENT 

Hon. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 2023 1 

Sir: 

This is in response to the office action dated March 27, 2001. A petition for a three- 
month extension of time is transmitted herewith. 

Please amend the above-referenced application as follows: 
In the Specification : 

Page 2, line 22: please delete the term "chlorodifluorome^w^^a^idreplace with 
the term "dichlorodifluoromethane". / \/pr) 

In the Claims : ^^^7 

1 .(Amended) A process for separating difluoromethan' JiiFQS^j^arm at least 
one halocarbon of a first mixture comprising difluoromethane (HFC-32) and halocamon 
selected from the group consisting of dichlorodifluoromethane (CFC-12), 1,1,1- 
trifluoroethane (HFC- 143a), chloropentafluoroethane (CFC-1 15), and pentafluoroethane 
(HFC- 125), comprising the steps of: 

contacting the first mixture with an extractive agent selected from the group consisting 



of: 



hydrocarbon extractive agents consisting of hydrocarbons having from 5 to 9 
carbon atoms and having a normal boihng point greater than about 30°C and less than 
about 155°C, 

oxygen-containing extractive agents consisting of alcohols having a normal 
boiling point greater than about 60*^C and less than about 100*^C and represented by 
the formula C^Hsx+iOH, wherein x is from 1 to 3, and ketones having a normal boiling 



